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IN MEMORIAM

The passing from our midst of the extraordinarily
creative personality of Professor Dr Dan Tulbure, MD,
Member of the Academy of Medical Sciences of
Romania, Chief of Anaesthesiology and the Intensive
Care Department at the Fundeni Clinical Institute,
Bucharest, has left a void not only at the Fundeni
Hospital but also in Romanian anaesthesiology.

An unsparing illness that caused him immense
suffering, which he bore stoically, took his life away
last summer. The man who fought that others, who
came under his care, might stay alive was defeated by
his declared enemy whom, in his lifetime, he had
defeated time and time again.

Dan Tulbure was born on January 21, 1944, in
Făgăraş, to a respected family of intellectuals (his father
was a gynaecologist; his mother a secondary education
teacher). After achieving his education at Braşov and
Făgăraş he attended The University of Medicine at
Cluj.

Early in the nineteen-sixties Dan Tulbure did his
three-year internship in anaesthesia and intensive care
in the Floreasca Emergency Hospital in Bucharest
under Doctor Zorel Filipescu.

After achieving his specialization exams he joined
the Buzău County Hospital. In 1974 he submitted his
candidacy for an Assistantship at the newly established
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care Department in the
Fundeni Clinical Institute of Bucharest. Following a
dispute with the Rector’s Office that was settled in
court, he obtained the position he had applied for in

1975 and became one of the most active, competent
and valuable members of the new department.

He rapidly familiarized himself with the nature and
processes of the clinic and made substantial contri-
butions, in writing as well as orally, both to its ongoing
activities and to its educational mission. He was
promoted to the position of Lecturer but could advance
to no higher rank because of the freezing of all
promotions by the communist rulers until after the 1989
revolution and only after he had obtained his doctorate.
These events were tooked place while the Chief of
the Department at the time was retiring. In the Fall of
1993 he took over as Head of the Department of
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, which he directed,
with authority and competence, until 2012, the year of
his retirement.

During his tenure he engaged in a large range of
activities in addition to those dealing with the needs of
the department on a day-by-day basis in the operating
room and the intensive care therapy, all the way to
conducting research projects which he presented at
professional meetings at home and abroad.

Most importantly he modernized and equipped the
hospital, thus bringing it to the same level as that of the
more advanced countries, especially with regard to
transplants and to other state-of-the-art surgical
activities.

A particularly important contribution of his was,
together with the surgical team of the Academician,
Professor Irinel Popescu, the realization of liver trans-
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plantation and hepatic surgery which is presently
practiced on a large scale. Dan Tulbure should be
credited with the raising of the applied and the scientific
standards to a superior level thereby training a gene-
ration of students who are currently following in his
steps.

He served as President of the Romanian Society
of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care (SRATI) from 2002
to 2008, as a Ministry of Health consultant regarding
organizational issues pertaining to anaesthesia and
intensive care, more recently having participated in the
revision of legislation governing the general function
of anaesthesia and intensive care departments.

He was a member of the Academy of Medical
Sciences of Romania and of other learned societies
nationally and internationally. He founded the Ro-
manian Sepsis Society and greatly contributed to the
field of post-operatory thrombosis prevention methods.
For his lifetime achievements he was awarded the “Star
of Romania” decoration by the President of Romania.

We deeply regret his passing; we have lost a friend
and a valued colleague.
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